
 

 

A Framework for Enhanced Black Bear 
Management in Ontario - Summary 

This document consolidates the province’s current bear management approach and sets out the future 
direction with regards to landscape and ecologically-based black bear management.  It provides a 
framework for improving decision-making for black bear management in Ontario, and includes updates 
to the provincial goal, guiding principles, objectives and key management strategies required to 
enhance the management of bears on the landscape. The components outlined in the framework will 
guide the development and implementation of the enhanced black bear management program, and 
will provide the landscape level framework for more future guidance.  Implementation of the strategies 
outlined within this framework will require consultation with interested and affected parties and 
partners as appropriate.  
 
Key elements of the enhanced black bear management program include: 

• A Framework for Enhanced Black Bear Management in Ontario 
 Policy and program objectives 
 Implementation of a landscape and ecologically-based bear management planning process 
 Tourism enhancements 
 Communications and outreach. 

 
• A Backgrounder on Black Bears in Ontario  

 Landscape and ecologically based harvest assessment approach  
 Ecologically based sustainability criteria 
 Population model. 

 
Goal: 
The goal of Ontario’s black bear management program is to ensure sustainable black bear 
populations across the landscape and the ecosystems on which they rely for the continuous provision 
of ecological, cultural, and optimal economic and social benefits for the people of Ontario. 
 
Objectives: 
1) Maintain sustainable black bear populations on the landscape – Strategies on ecologically based, 

landscape level population assessment and population management and information management 
are included. 

2) Provide the quality and quantity of black bear habitat necessary to sustain bear populations on the 
landscape - Strategies on habitat management and habitat assessment are included. 

3) Provide an effective policy and legislative framework that provides for ecologically-based 
sustainable management of Ontario’s black bears – Relevant strategies are included.  

4) Provide socio-economic benefits through the allocation of the black bear resource amongst user 
groups - Relevant strategies on allocation and enhanced opportunities at the landscape level are 
included.  

5) Enhance public awareness and understanding of black bear management and biology in Ontario - 
Relevant strategies are included.  

6) Reduce human-bear conflicts through prevention, education and awareness, reporting and 
response – This objective is closely linked with the provincial Bear Wise program. 

 


