
Northeastern Ontario Bear Management Association  
Serving the Outfitters of Northeastern Ontario 

 

 

1 
 

NOBMA Annual General Meeting 

January 21, 2019 

Sturgeon Falls Rod and Gun Club 
 

10:00am   Mickey Major called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to our AGM and 
informed us that there would be a change to the agenda as Donna Sapiano is not able to attend 
today to talk about our website. 

Gary Couillard read the minutes from the 2018 AGM.  Texas MacDonald moved that the 
minutes be accepted as read and Dave Smetana seconded the motion.  Motion passed minutes 
accepted as read. 

Gary Couillard read the financial statement as it was presented on the screen.  Lyse Laurin 
moved that the financial statement be accepted as read and Terry Petznick seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed.  

Dr Len Hunt MNRF Resource Scientist, Thunder Bay phoned in to present his report on a study 
he did titled Ontario Bear Hunter Expenditure Survey.  Deb Weedon MNRF ran the slide deck 
for Dr. Hunt.  The three objectives of the study were to determine the Economic Benefit of the 
Ontario Bear hunt by determining expenditures of resident and non-resident bear hunters in 
2017. The second objective was to assess the hunters awareness of the tooth submission 
program. The last objective was to profile the hunters who responded.  A copy of his 
presentation is attached.   

Trevor Spooner asked Dr. Hunt if MNRF acknowledged that money that non-resident hunters 
spent in Ontario was new money. Dr. Hunt acknowledged that. 

Trevor Spooner also asked that if tourism and bear hunting could bring more non-residents to 
Ontario would that benefit the province.  Dr. Hunt said that is correct and was recently stated 
at the Northern Ontario Tourism Conference he attended in Sault Ste. Marie ON. 
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Mickey Major stated that on page 20 first paragraph of the report lists reasons why the 2017 
spring bear hunt was less than the 1997 spring bear hunt.  Mickey Major asked if the 
restrictions on the number of form 33’s outfitters were allowed in 2017 was taken into 
consideration.  Dr. Hunt replied that they were not. 

Gary Couillard asked Dr. Hunt if he was aware that MNRF restricted the number of form 33’s 
issued in 2017.  Dr. Hunt replied that he was not aware of the restrictions.  Gary Couillard 
replied that he was surprised that his MNRF advisors had not made him aware of the 
restrictions. 

Mike Beauparlant asked Dr. Hunt if he had any statistics on the number of non-resident bear 
hunters in 2017 versus 1997.  Dr. Hunt stated that prior to 1997 non-residents made up 
approximately 70% of the total bear hunters. In 2017 that number dropped to 25% it is a 
complete flip. 

Mike Beauparlant explained that he was on outfitter for many years prior to 1997.  Prior to 
1997 he had an average of 69 hunters a year today he allowed 15.  After 1997 he moved his 
spring hunt to Quebec taking that money out of Ontario. He estimates the loss to Ontario to be 
1.5 million dollars.  

Terry Petznick explained to Dr.Hunt that today he has 15 Form 33’s and if the MNRF goes to a 
bear/sq km formula he will end up with only 3 Form 33’s. 

Dr. Hunt asked is it correct to say that there will be more restrictions.   Deb Weedon responded 
that there have been no decisions as to what allocation process will be used. 

 Mickey Major stated that Dr. Hunt only prepared the report and that any discussion on 
allocation be put off until after lunch. 

Texas MacDonald asked if the severe restrictions in the number of moose tags being issued 
across the province could be the reason for the influx of resident bear hunters.  Dr. Hunt agreed 
that the demand for bear by resident hunters may be a result of the decrease in moose tags but 
that was not factored into the report.  

Mickey Major thanked Dr. Hunt for his presentation and explanations. 
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Next on the agenda was Stephanie Collins who is the Licencing Project Co-coordinator with 
MNRF Fish and Wildlife Services Branch. 

Ms. Collins phoned in while Deb Weedon ran the slide deck.  A copy of her presentation is 
attached. 

Gary Couillard and Dave Smetana asked if the new apprenticeship hunter changes allowed non-
resident apprentice hunters.  Ms. Collins stated she would have to get back to us with the 
answer. 

Gary Couillard asked for clarification on tagging and where the tag should be when crossing the 
border for export.  Ms. Collins stated she would have to get back to us with the answer. 

Deb Weedon reminded us if printing a tag at home to be sure you have ink in the printer as you 
only have on chance to print a tag and if the print job fails for any reason you will not simply be 
able to try again.  You will have to call in if you have any printing issues. 

Terry Petznick asked if that would be stressed to purchasers.  Ms. Collins said yes there are 
warnings in the system. 

Trevor Spooner asked if there is a 1-800 number attached to the system.  Ms. Collins stated that 
clients are advised to call the Natural Resources Information Services Center (NRISC) on a toll 
free line. 

Texas MacDonald asked how much saving he would get by using the on-line services.  Ms. 
Collins said that there are no savings only client convenience. 

Texas Macdonald asked if MNRF was getting any savings.  Ms. Collins confirmed that MNRF will 
have savings in printing costs and mailing costs. 

Texas MacDonald asked if clients can more readily get printed copies of the hunting 
regulations.  Copies of the Hunting and Fishing Regulation booklets are in short supply at 
District offices. They are expensive to print off at home but only cost MNRF thirty two cents 
each to get printed. Ms. Collins said she would pass along concerns about getting printed copies 
of the summaries. 
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Deb Weedon asked that any other questions go to her to answer. She reminded us to keep the 
NRISC number handy. 

Texas MacDonald stated that he called to do a report and he was on the phone for three hours.  
He stated that poor response time on the telephone won’t help us when we are issuing 
licences. 

Trevor Spooner asked Deb Weedon what about after the end of the Pilot Project in June 2020.  
He is currently taking bookings for 2021 and needs to know what his business will look like.  

Deb Weedon said that she recognizes that it is an issue but she can’t answer the question at 
this time. 

The next presenter was Bernadette Lindsay from Northeastern Ontario Tourism.  Ms. Lindsay 
was present at the meeting.  She handed out Partner Packages and Marketing Opportunities 
brochure and the Northeastern Ontario Snowmobile cover brochure.   

They are a marketing agency that represents only northeastern Ontario and they represent you 
year round at numerous shows and by advertising in many magazines etc. 

Ms. Lindsay gave a presentation highlighting their year in review document. 

• Market to resident and non-resident 
• More Canadians doing “Staycations” 
• Best year in 2017 dollars spent in Northeast are up 
• They do shows in US and Quebec too 
• Go further than you as an individual may be able to 
• Different covers on their brochure target specific groups ie Snowmobile, fishing etc. 
• They have print and on-line issues.  

Trevor Spooner commented that he noticed that there were not many hunting photos and was 
wondering if they were shy of photos of dead animals.   

Ms. Lindsay acknowledged that they were a bit shy but stated that they do show hunting 
photos and have hunting stories and that the website has a whole section on hunting. 
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Trevor Spooner asked if we advertise how will be portrayed. 

Mickey Major told the group that he advertises with Northeastern Ontario and there is 
connection to his website and Facebook site. 

Ms. Lindsay stated that this year’s brochure is a little lighter on hunting and that they use 
website use as a guide to develop their brochure and fishing is the #1 draw so it is heavy on 
fishing.  However they do advertise in hunting magazines and post hunting stories on their blog.  
They also go to a lot of outdoor shows in Canada and the US.  They also sponsor familiarization 
tours to the Northeast for example the Beasley Brothers go hunting. 

John Vanthof reminded the group that he works with a lot of new Canadians and that they have 
money and are willing to spend it to get the true Canadian outdoor experience like hunting and 
fishing and Lodge life.  There is an incredible market out there and we should not ignore it. 

Lunch Break  

Mickey Major told the group that Donna Sapiano was not available but he had talked to her 
about the website and that Donna agreed with many of our comments and concerns with the 
website and will work with us to make improvements.  Donna recommends that we consider 
starting a Facebook site too. 

• General discussion about what can we do to improve the website 
• One login for all the tabs 
• Add more content like MNRF Presentations given today 
• Add meeting minutes from Directors con calls, MNRF meetings  
• Add correspondence to MNRF Minister etc 
• Texas MacDonald uses Google.com and it doesn’t show NOBMA 
• Nice to have a feedback section 

Gary Couillard commented that we are not doing good job with the website and if we start a 
Facebook site will we do a bad job on it too.  Prefer to get the website working good and being 
updated regularly before we think of starting a Facebook site. 
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Texas MacDonald stated that it doesn’t take much to update a website and that he pays 
someone $75.00 a year to look after his. 

Mickey Major said that is right it doesn’t take much but time and he has been looking after it 
but maybe a member could do it. 

Next John Vanthof spoke 

• He let us know that having a good website is important and the public portion should 
contain information that lets everyone know who we are, what we stand for and what 
we are looking for and what we are doing about it. 

• Ministers and MNRF look at websites and a well designed website can inform 
government and be a good lobbying tool. 

• He recommends staying away from Facebook because it can be too negative. 
• New government provides new opportunity but it can provide risks too.  They don’t 

seem to have a long term plan they seem to solve individual problems as they arise.  No 
long term plan makes them very volatile.  

• Think that they are very amendable to having a permanent spring bear hunt 
• The NDP critic for MNRF is Judith Moteith-Farrel from Thunder Bay.   
• The NDP is in favor of a permanent spring bear hunt but some urban members will 

oppose it 
• The Governments objective is to reduce the number of regulations by 25%.  This can be 

a good thing making it easier to do business and deal with government however it can 
also be a bad thing.  Many regulations are there to protect us and the things we enjoy; 
reducing the regs may leave us vulnerable.   

• Be careful what we wish for. 

Mickey Major asked John Vanthof how difficult it would be to meet with the NDP MPP’s from 
the North.  John Vanthof replied that a teleconference would be easy to do, a face to face 
would be more difficult but not impossible.  He also stated that as Deputy Leader he has a good 
relationship with Minister Yakabuski and would help us get a meeting with the Minister if we 
wanted him to.  He also told us that this government is looking for solutions and whatever we 
do if we let him know, especially with the spring bear hunt they will help.  Let him know if we 
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are going to do any news releases or media interviews, if he is prepared he can back us up.  He 
says that this government is all about who’s mad, who’s sad and who’s glad.  There wasn’t a lot 
of push back about the spring bear hunt so it shouldn’t become a major issue.  He suggested 
that we be careful not to affiliate with or make an enemy of any political party. 

The next agenda item is Elections 

Three directors terms are up this year they are Mickey Major, Dave Smetana and Gary 
Couillard.   

Terry Petznick asked for the election does members mean 2018 members or 2019 members.  
Mickey Major replied that the constitution reads that only 2018 members can vote.  Gary 
Couillard read out the amendment to the Constitution that was passed at the 2018 AGM that 
dealt with when a membership was valid from and to.  It confirmed that Mickey Major’s answer 
was correct.  Mike Beauparlant is the only one present who is not a 2018 member.  There was 
some discussion that the wording of the Constitution should be amended again to allow new 
members attending the AGM and purchasing a membership at the AGM to vote.  

Texas MacDonald ran the election and Bernadette Lindsay was the overseer. 

Nominations: 

Dave Smetana nominated Mickey Major, Trevor Spooner-seconded 

Trevor Spooner nominated Gary Couillard, Lyse Laurin seconded 

Lyse Laurin nominated Dave Smetana, Terry Petznick seconded 

Trevor Spooner nominated Mike Beauparlant, Gary Couillard seconded 

Nominations were closed and Texas MacDonald asked each nominee if they would stand 

Mike Beauparlant - no 

Dave Smetana - yes 

Gary Couillard - yes 
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Mickey Major – yes 

Trevor Spooner moved to accept the results of the nominations and Lyse Laurin seconded the 
motion.  Dave Smetana, Gary Couillard and Mickey Major will remain directors by acclimation. 

New Business: 

Mickey Major asked how will we proceed to get the Governments attention in 2019. 

Dave Smetana asked how we were doing with the Ministers meeting.  Mickey Major replied 
that we have not got a response back from our regular way so maybe we should ask John 
Vanthof for help.  Dave Smetana suggested that we wait until February 4, 2019 (one month 
from our request) to see if we get an answer from the Ministers office, if not then ask John 
Vanthof for help. There was general agreement that we cannot let things drag on and we need 
to move forward quickly this year. 

Terry Petznick asked us at this point do they even know we exist.  They know we exist we have 
been in contact with the old Ministers office and the new Ministers office.  The sudden change 
of Ministers didn’t help. 

Trevor Spooner suggested that sometime in February we should have a meeting with the NDP 
members for the north to share our message.  Mickey Major stated that all members for the 
north were invited to the meeting and all replied to us except the PC member from the Sault. 

Mickey Major showed our new recommendations to the Minister of MNRF on the screen and 
asked for comments 

• Get meeting with Minister 
• Enlist NDP help 
• Trevor Spooner – another meeting with Deb Weedon to get clarification on sustainable 

BMA size? Will it be implemented? 
• Mickey Major- NOTO big game committee are all big operators and will not support us 
• Trevor Spooner- MNRF has not followed up with implementation of the resident bear 

tooth collection program 
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• Texas MacDonald- we need to re-emphasize that mandatory means mandatory and 
BMA operators who don’t submit teeth should not get next year’s Form 33’s if they 
don’t comply 

• Mike Beauparlant- why can’t Ontario MNRF reallocate Form33’s that were already 
allocated and not used.  Quebec does that and charges $100.00 per allocation so it 
generates extra revenue and the outfitters can benefit.  

• Texas MacDonald- we need to find out ASAP the 2020 spring and fall allocations  
• Terry Petznick- KL says there will be no changes until after the pilot project expires. 
• Trevor Spooner- believes that Deb Weedon will confirm that there will be changes but 

she doesn’t know what they will be.  
• Trevor Spooner- would like us to begin more focused media pressure 
• Mike Beauparlant- maybe we should encourage NWR to start another BMA association.  

Mickey Major informed Mike that data from MNRF shows that the NER is the hub of 
bear hunting in Ontario. 

Lyse Laurin asked for any insight into dog licence requirements for tracking wounded bears. A 
discussion followed basically a dog licence is no longer required for tracking or retrieving 
wounded bears 

Deb Weedon provide a list of Northeast WMU’s that are scheduled for Barbed Wire Hair Trap 
Surveys in 2019 

• SSM – WMU 36 and 37 
• Sudbury-WMU 42 
• Wawa- WMU 21B and 33 
• Hearst- WMU 22 
• North Bay WMU 47 

Deb Weedon also asked if we could have another meeting in February she would like to involve 
people from the Science Branch to talk about preliminary BWHT results. 

Texas MacDonald made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Terry Petznick seconded the motion. 
Motion carried meeting adjourned. 
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